Group threatens to sue state, feds over grizzlies

JOSHUA MURDOCK
joshua.murdock@lee.net

AMissoula-basedenvironmen -
taladvocacy group hasthreatened
to sue the state of Montana and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
over grizzly bears that get caught
in traps set for other animals
across the state.

The Flathead -Lolo -Bitterroot
Citizen Task Force on Tuesday an-
nounced that it sent the agencies

a 60-day notice of intent to sue.
The notice charges that the Fish
and Wildlife Service and Mon-
tana, by way of its Department of
Fish, Wildlife & Parks, have failed
to study and oversee the degree to
which grizzly bears are injured or
killed by traps set for other ani-
mals. By failing to do so, the task
force argued, the agencies are vio-
lating the Endangered Species Act
and have run afoul of established

court rulings.

The Fish and Wildlife Service
oversees species listed under the
Endangered Species Act. Grizzlies
have been listed as a threatened
species under the act since 1975.
MontanaFWPregulates and man-
agestrapping inthe state. The task
force often examines how land
management planning — particu-
larly that of the U.S. Forest Service
— affects conservation in western

Montana. Missoula attorney Tim-
othy M. Bechtold sent the notice
on behalf of the task force.
Actions such as harassing, pur-
suing, shooting, injuring, captur-
ing or killing an endangered spe-
cies are considered “taking,” in
wildlife management parlance.
It is illegal to take an endangered
species without permission from
the Fish and Wildlife Service.
Intentional taking is generally

allowed only for wildlife man-
agement purposes, such as eu-
thanizing sick bears or habitual
conflict bears. Unintentional but
predictable taking of an animal
— such as a bear that gets its paw
stuck in a baited trap — isillegal.
The Fish and Wildlife Service,
according to the task force, is re-
quired by the Endangered Species
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